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• Co-founder of Apex Evangelists 

• Oracle Consultant for over 4 years 

• Vice President of the IOUG APEX SIG 

• ‘Dimitri.Gielis@AE’ in the Application Express forums 

• Presenter at IOUG, ODTUG, OOW, UKOUG, … 

• OCP 8i/9i/10g 

• Oracle ACE Director 

• Named “APEX Developer of the Year 2009”  
   by Oracle Magazine

Who I am
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• Who’s completely new in APEX? 

• Who has less than 1 year APEX 
experience?

Audience Knowledge



• Why do you want to know what is 
happening on an APEX Page? 

• How is an APEX Page structured? 
• Real examples 
• Q&A

Agenda



Why?











Blank Page



This is going on



How?



APEX Page - Layout

Page

Regions

Items

Buttons

Navigations



• APEX Page has two phases 
– Show (Rendering) 
– Accept (Processing)

APEX Page - Structure





Page 2

APEX Page - Concepts

Page Processing, Branching and Rendering

Page 1 

User clicks 
on hyperlink 
(http get) or  

button 
(http post)

Page 1 
Page processing 

processes

Page 1 
Page processing 

branches

Page 2 
Page rendering 

processes
Reports

On hyperlink: flow goes directly to 
Page 2 rendering. 

I.e Page 1 processing and branches 
are skipped.

Part of 
Page 1 definition

Part of 
Page 2 definition



APEX Page - Structure 



APEX Page - Definition





APEX Page - Events 



APEX Page - Debug 



APEX Page - Debug 



APEX Page - Events 





APEX Page - Objects 





APEX Page - Objects 



APEX URL - Syntax

f ?p=App:Page:Session:Request:Debug:Clearcache:itemNames:itemValues:PrinterFriendly 

In our example: 
f ?p=168:2:2418976357694433::::P2_EMPLOYEE_ID:100
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APEX URL - Syntax

f ?p=App:Page:Session:Request:Debug:Clearcache:itemNames:itemValues:PrinterFriendly 

In our example: 
f ?

p=168:2:2418976357694433:APPLICATION_PROCESS=Process_Name:::P2_EM
PLOYEE_ID:100



APEX URL - Syntax

f ?p=App:Page:Session:Request:Debug:Clearcache:itemNames:itemValues:PrinterFriendly 

In our example: 
f ?p=168:2:2418976357694433::Y:N:P2_EMPLOYEE_ID:100
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APEX URL - Syntax

f ?p=App:Page:Session:Request:Debug:Clearcache:itemNames:itemValues:PrinterFriendly 

In our example: 
f ?p=168:2:2418976357694433::::P2_EMPLOYEE_ID:100





What happens on an APEX Page

Live Demos 

• Edit Employees 
• Print to PDF 
• AJAX



AQ&
Questions and Answers



• Why it’s important to understand the 
working of an APEX Page  

• How an APEX Page is structured: 
Processing and Rendering and ... 

• Saw some real case scenarios

Summary



• More information 
– Websites 

• Oracle Application Express Homepage: http://apex.oracle.com  

– Email 
• dimitri.gielis@apex-evangelists.com  

– Blog 
• http://dgielis.blogspot.com 

– Apex Evangelists (AE) 
• http://www.apex-evangelists.com
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• Please hand in Evaluation Form 
–  Session 

• #S308882  
–  Speaker 

• Dimitri Gielis  
–  Title 

• What happens on an APEX Page?
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